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Set on a broad plateau between several mountain ranges, the Mount Washington Hotel 
presents a spectacular sight. Opened in 1902 by Joseph Stickney, a wealthy New 
York industrialist, the Mount Washington was, and still is, the grandest and largest 
of the North Country hostelries. The hotel, designed in the Spanish Renaissance style 
is shaped like a capital "Y" (the third wing having been added within three years 
of construction). Between the two five-story (114 feet) octagonal towers is the 
main portion of the building. Two wings extend from the north tower to the northeast 
and northwest. One wing extends from the south tower in line with the main portion 
of the building. The greatest length is over 800 feet. The height of the central 
portion from the basement to the foof garden is 70 feet. There is an extravagently 
wide . porch all the way around the hotel. The building is constructed of stone, 
steel, brick, lumber, and plaster. The foundation was constructed by skilled Italian 
artisans, imported for that purpose, from native gray granite quarried in the area. 
A light colored cement (stucco) was laid on the steel network, above the granite, 
to give the impression of masonry. The roof was red, imitative of Spanish tile. 
For insurance purposesthe hotel is a wooden structure and, as such, is the largest 
in New England.

The entrance to the large, two-story assembly hall was by a semicircular porte- 
cochere on the west side. The assembly hall was decorated in French Renaissance 
style with a large field stone fireplace and double colonades the length of the room. 
Off the main entrance hall is a sun room with a domed ceiling. The ceiling is formed 
by Ionic columns with a fireplace surrounded by yellow and brown tiles as one of the 
focal points of the room. From the north foyer opens a banquet hall, corridors to 
the east and west wings, offices, the main staircase, and an elevator. The banquet 
room is octagonal, of Italian Renaissance style, with a groined ceiling. The fire­ 
place was constructed from Paranozzo marble highlighted by a carved cream woodwork 
mirror.

The dining room in the east wing is also octagonal, measuring 84.8 feet by 84.8 feet, 
(it has since been enlarged). It is freely adapted from the style of the Elizabethan 
era. The ceiling is higher in the center than at the sides, allowing for side lights 
and free ventilation. The musicians' galleries are formed by wrought iron grill work.

Leading form the south foyer are card and writing rooms, parlors, and the ball room. 
The ball room was designed in the Italian Renaissance style. Series of engaged 
Corinthian columns separate the main floor from a series of bays with lower ceilings. 
There is a raised stage at one end of the room with a large plate glass window at 
the rear giving the guests an excellent view of Crawford Notch.

The remainder of the upper floors consist mainly of guest rooms with some suites. 
In the basement one finds indoor sports facilities and service areas. These include 
the billiard room, the gentlemen's cafe, an indoor swimming pool, bowling alleys, 
squash courts, the boot and gun room, the children's play room, the baggage rooms, 
the barber shop, and several lavatories. The kitchen is in the tTV" formed by the 
east and west wings with direct access to all dining rooms. At the apex of the"V" 
was a fern garden.
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The architect of the Mount Washington Hotel was Charles Ailing Gifford of New 'York. 
W.G. Phillips supervised construction by C.M. Russell and Company of Newark, New 
Jersey. The stonework contractor was E.G. Getchell of Plymouth, New Hampshire.

Since the addition of the third wing, the hotel has remained essentially unchanged 
with some minor alterations. The natural color stucco is now white, blinds and 
shutters have been removed, and pools and bathrooms have been modernized. Original 
furnishings have been replaced except for Caroline Stickney's bed which remains in 
storage at the hotel.

At the death of Caroline Foster Stickney in 1932 (she had become Princess Clarigny 
de Lucinge upon her marriage to Prince Lucinge of France in 1908),^operation of the 
hotel was continued by her nephew, Foster Reynolds. The Mount Washington was then 
sold to a Boston syndicate in 1944. After that time the 10,000 acres and hotel at 
Bretton Woods were able to survive by hosting professional conferences as well as 
by maintaining a private clientele. The first conference hosted there was the 
Bretton Woods Conference sponsored by the United Nations to deal with post-World 
War II economic problems. This meeting, held in the summer of 1944, lead to the 
establishment of the International Monetary Fund and the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mount Washington Hotel was the most lusurious of all resorts in the North Country 
and was built on such a grand scale that it remains the largest wooden building in 
all^of New England. Its grandeur and detail make it an architectural gem. In addition, 
it is one of the few remaining resort hotels of this era which continues in operation. 
Of all New Hampshire's White Mountain retreats it is the most spectacular.

The hotel's exquisite natural setting is of fundamental importance, as well. The 
Bretton Woods property is nestled on a secluded and breathtaking plateau, surrounded 
on the southeast by the lofty Presidential Range, on the northwest by the Dartmouth 
Range, and on the southwest by the Rosebrook Range. Except for the area adjacent 
to the hotel, the land has been preserved as a wilderness. Mount Washington, the 
highest peak in the northeast United States, forms a dramatic Backdrop to the hotel 
and the entire property. The area's natural beauty and exquisite landscape features 
constitute the hotel's very unique significance. This extraordinary siting is 
vitally related to the significance of this spectacular hotel and creates an out­ 
standing blend of built and natural splendor.
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The boundary of the Mt. Washington Hotel property is as indicated on the 
attached map by the dashed line surrounding the structure.
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